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	   ANNUAL FUND UPDATE
Thank you to everyone who has participated in the 2010-2011 annual fund.  Because of YOUR support, students are already benefiting from these funds through the following program enhancements: 
· 6 new laptops for student use

· 4 new desktops for students
· Making Math Real (MMR) curriculum and training.  MMR focuses on comprehension through multi-sensory techniques rather than memorizing sequences or steps
· iPad applications that are motivating and focus on fine motor skills
· 20 licenses of Brainology, which teaches brain strengthening skills and can be modified for all ABS students
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Zuo Wang and Lei Sheng
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Stacy and Mark Drumm
Bob English and Anna Zara
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Hillary and Ted Gradman
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Sue and Steven Heller
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Pamela Colston Joy
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Nancy and Steve Nevalsky
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Dawn Laurie 
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Open House: Tuesday, May 31

Talent Show: Friday, June 3
Last School Day: Friday, June 10

Summer School: June 20 –July 15
Summer Camp: July 18 – July 29
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	Arbor Bay School Families Share Stories of Real World Success

The primary way Arbor Bay School measures success is by making sure that each student is realizing his or her potential both inside and outside of the classroom. Several families recently shared how skills learned inside the classroom are translating to success outside the classroom.
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TEAM WORK  Spencer Richmond is one of several ABS students who has experienced great personal success as a member of a baseball team for the first time.  His parents never anticipated Spencer would participate in a team sport and it is an exhilierating activity that he and his family look forward to all week.  They are working on sportsmanship and improving their abilities on the field all while having a great time. A huge thank you to Darrin Uecker for getting our kids in uniform.  Go team Hillsborough Rays!
COMMUNICATION  We never thought we’d actually complain that Ben Tanaka talked TOO MUCH, but it has now happened:  Ben, Mitchell and I made a cake and had some surprises in store for their dad for his birthday, all planned for a time he would be unsuspecting. Ben, however, "spilled the beans" by running up to David as soon as he walked in, and exclaimed, "Everybody's going to sing Happy Birthday to Papa Fish!"  ("Papa Fish" is a Finding Nemo reference Ben made up for his dad).  In any case, it was an unfamiliar but happy complaint when Ben "couldn't keep his mouth shut" and blurted out the surprise. (Written by Dori Tanaka.)
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RELATING Last fall Claire Jensenrose joined a theater group and resolved to play Jasmine in a production of Aladdin—despite suggestions from her parents to consider other roles, as well, her first time out in this theater group of more than 100 kids, fearing that she might be sorely disappointed. She was, nonetheless, determined to have the part of Jasmine and landed the role. We traveled every Saturday to San Jose for rehearsal and Claire practiced her part every day and gave three stellar performances in March 2011 with the Angels on Stage production of Disney’s Aladdin. There’s no doubt that Claire’s success in this situation can be traced directly back to the supportive, abilities-centric environment at Arbor Bay School. Not only was she confident enough to appear before hundreds, singing and dancing (and even singing a solo), she handled multiple social situations with ease, forging real friendships with other Angels at all ages. In one poignant moment, Claire was in one of the dressing rooms prior to a show, with other cast members and a few buddy coaches. Music was playing on a “boom box”, and one of the kids started singing, then another and, finally, all of them. Soon Claire ran over to the group and joined in. This type of social freedom means a great deal for a young lady who struggles to make friends and participate without guidance. She did this all on her own, and it was a beautiful thing. (Written by Jerri Jensen)
TRUST  Lia DellaPenna is experiencing some orthodontist work, and she has been amazing through a process that we all know is anything but fun.  She has been patient through all of her orthodontist appointments and has made a personal commitment to maintain her orthodontia appliances.  Her parents are so proud of her trust in this process, maturity, and trust in the adults with whom she is working.  Congratulations, Lia.  Your efforts will demonstrate great results and we are so proud of you too!

BRANCHING OUT  August Uecker recently started hippotherapy (horse riding) at NCEFT.  His first reaction to this new therapeutic adventure was horror... the idea of getting near a horse let along riding one was a very scary and strange idea to him and he made it VERY clear that he was not interested whatsoever.  What I didn't know, was that he had visions of himself galloping on an out-of-control horse in a secluded field with no one around to assist him!  This, by the way, is a milestone in and of itself because it's hard for him to articulate what is going on in his head.  
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After a tour of the facility, meeting "Ben" and viewing a session (with 3 assistants in tow), he was not only relieved but actually looking forward to learning more.  On his first in-take session he seemed relaxed yet giddy and kept looking to me for assurance that "he would not have to ride a horse".  Once the OT took the session outside to the corral, August started to stiffen up and sensed that he might be asked to get on the horse; we assured he would not unless he was ready.   One of the amazing therapists at NCEFT told August that they were just going to "practice" getting on the horse and see how August liked it.  That was all it took! He gave me one last worried look and climbed up onto the horse.  I was so darn proud of him!  Not just for getting up on the horse but for working through his fear and allowing himself to experience something very new.  I have a good feeling about this horse-thing and my mother's intuition tells me horses are going to be in his life for a long time.  

I would be remiss if I did mention that a lot of his recent progress has so much to do with the fact that he is finally at the right school for him.  Our/his experience at ABS has been amazing; it took us awhile to find his place but he is flourishing and we could not be happier with his progress.  Thank you to all of ABS; August is so lucky to be working with each and every one of you! (Written by Marcy Uecker)
____________________________________________
Classroom News
Kindergarten
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Kindergartners embracing their time with Arbor Bay School music specialist, Pam Sachs

In April we have been reading the story "Jump, Frog, Jump." It is a story of a frog who barely escapes the fate of being lunch by jumping away at the last second, but only after the children warn him to "jump, frog, jump!!!!"  This story is great for learning the past tense of verbs, both regular, such as “climbed” and irregular, such as “swam.”  In addition, we are learning about frogs and the other animals that live in a pond. We are also learning a lot about the season of Spring. We have been planting seeds and are waiting for them to sprout. This is requiring patience! We are also discovering what plants need to grow and we have a new job for circle time: the plant helper who waters the plants.

We have finally finished writing every capital letter of the alphabet using the curriculum from Handwriting Without Tears. This is quite an accomplishment! For the rest of the year we will be practicing writing our letters, both capital and lower case, names, short words, and writing numbers.

Our next and last story book of the school year will be “The Three Little Pigs.” We saved it for last because it is so much fun! 
Modified Classroom
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Modified and K,1,2 classes planting seeds as part of Life Cycle unit
The Modified Classroom is in full bloom with all sorts of spring time activities.  Our current theme is “Plants” and we have been learning all about the different parts of a plant (root, stem, leaf and flower) as well as what a plant needs to survive (water, sun, air, and dirt).  We have been planting different types of seeds and are watching a potato sprout roots in our classroom!  

We will be ending the year focusing on different animals and their life cycles. We have been practicing sorting living and non living things as well as distinguishing plants from animals.  Some of the books we have enjoyed are “The Carrot Seed” by Ruth Krauss, “The Enormous Potato” by Aubrey Davis, and “The Enormous Carrot” by Vladimir Vagin.  Teacher Pam has been aligning our music class with our theme as well and we are preparing a song called, “The Seed in the Ground” for our Talent Show in June. 
Grades 1-3
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Friendship
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Learning about Life Cycles & observing seeds sprouting 
It’s been a fun-filled spring in the 1st-3rd grade classroom! In science we completed our study of rocks and minerals and launched into our study of plants and animals. We began by learning the parts of a plant as well as the role of each part in sustaining the plant. We planted bean seeds and had fun digging some of the seeds up to see the process of germination in action. The students also learned about the life cycle of plants and compared it to the life cycles of familiar animals. Next, we began our study of animals. The students classified animals by groups (reptile, amphibian, mammal, etc.) and then worked together to figure out the defining characteristics of each group. Our next topic will explore animal life cycles, followed by learning how plants and animals work together and rely on one another. 
In our social skills lessons, the students are enjoying opportunities to share in front of the group as well as learning about active listening and asking informed questions.
Time has flown by in the 1-2-3 room! It has been an amazing year and we are looking forward to sharing all that we have learned this year at the talent show and open house! 

Grades 3- 5
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Through 100% parent participation in the annual fund, the Grade 3-5 parents raised more than $10,000 for Arbor Bay School. Grade 3-5 students were rewarded with BounceU party!.
Prior to the Spring Break we finished a Life Science unit on the circulatory system in which we discussed how the blood circulated through the body and making healthy choices to maintain a healthy heart.  After the break we started learning about the function and steps of the digestive system. We performed several experiments that demonstrated how the digestive juices and acids work in the stomach and the importance of chewing food well.  
In Social Studies, we are continuing to study a unit on the fundamental principles, beliefs, and symbols of the United States. In Music, we’re learning how to sing The Star Spangled Banner (and Take Me out to the Ball Game).  In Math, groups are working on sequence counting in preparation for multiplication, arrays and multiplication, or the relationship between multiplication and division.  In Language Arts, the class has been working on autobiographical projects for Open House on May 31st. 
Grades 6-8
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Working on the puppet show props for Open House
Our silkworms have completed their life cycle in full with the moths first emerging from the cocoons on 4/13.  After mating, the females laid eggs and then, within 10 days, the adults began dying off.  During their short adult stage, the moths do not eat or drink.  Their sole purpose is to mate and lay eggs.  We boiled the silkworm cocoons in order to simulate the process that is done in silk factories.  After boiling the cocoons for about an hour, we were able to pull apart the silk threads and examine them using magnifying glasses.

We recently finished our investigation of DNA, genes, and heredity.  One of our culminating activities was to build model strands of DNA which are now hanging up in the classroom.

Much of our time lately has been spent preparing for the puppet show the class will be performing during the Open House later in May.  The puppet show is based on a collaborative story the class wrote based on their study and knowledge of ancient China.  Following the writing and editing of the original story, the class worked together to create a script for the puppet show.  Altogether, the writing of the story and script took about four weeks.  We have also been working on making puppets and designing various props and puppet theaters for the upcoming show.  The students have been doing a wonderful job collaborating and cooperating throughout this process and it has been a continuous joy to watch! 

To unsubscribe to Arbor Bay School’s email list, please email: jlenden@arborbayschool.org with the word ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject.
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